
Some rules are the same ...

French versus Swiss airspaces



Same Terminology, based on ICAO terms

TMA :: Terminal Area
(Zone d’approche terminale)

Classe A, B, C ou D

AWY :: Airway
(Couloir aérien)

Classe A

Free Zone
(Zone de vol libre)

Classe E, F ou G
Classe E, F et G

Zone P

(RTBA)

Zone R

ZIT

French airspace are divided in two part :

– Main CLASS : A, B, C, D …  E, F ou G

– Specifics zones : P, ZIT, TMZ , RMZ .. R, ZRT, D ou ZDT

CTR :: Control Regional
(Zone de contrôle régionale)

Classe A, B, C ou D



With few differences

French versus Swiss airspaces



Aeronautical rules  Visual Flight Rules
S Surface : Swiss is 600m/ground, French is 900m/AMSL OR 300m/ground



Aeronautical rules  Visual Flight Rules
S Surface for Swiss is 600m/ground

 French is a bit more complicated :

Below 3450m/AMSL (FL115): 

Above 3450m/AMSL (FL115 to FL195) :

highest limit between 900m/AMSL OR 
300m/ground

900m/ground above moutain like ALPS or Pyrenees 
(LTA)

300m/ground on other moutains



Aeronautical rules  Visual Flight Rules



Swiss French Para(Hand)gliding

OACI Class

Class A no Yes forbidden

Class B no no Not present

Class C yes no forbidden

Class D yes yes No by default, Yes 
sometime (local 
agreement)

Class E yes yes Yes 

Class F no no Not present

Class G yes yes Of Course

French versus Swiss airspaces

As in Switzerland some airspace does not 
even exists



French versus Swiss airspaces

Some have different name

Zones French 
Permanent

French 
Temporary not shown on MAPs

Prohibited LS-Pxxx (LF-)Pxxx ZITxxx

Ruled LS-Rxxx (LF-)Rxxx ZRTxxx

Dangerous LS-Dxxx (LF-)Dxxx ZDTxxx



Para(Hand)Gliding Type Details

Forbidden

A Only IFR Flight

B

IFR and VFR flights allowed ONLY after clearance so radio are mandatory as well as transponderC

D

Allowed

E VFR and IFR share the same space, IFR get info from radio, VFR not

F No F airspace in France

G Also called ‘Free Airspace’ ; any space not yet ruled by other definition, so not described on map
/!\ Warning, in this G space, we may found some more specifics zones as described below

Para(Hand)Gliding Type Description

Forbidden
P

ZIT
TMZ

RMZ-TMZ

P = Prohibited Zone. Il s’agit de zones totalement interdites à toute pénétration par des aéronefs civils
ZIT = Zone Interdite Temporaire => Temporary Prohibited Zone
TMZ = Transponder Mandatory Zone. As name said, you need a transponder to be there
RMZ = Radio Mandatory Zone : as name said, you need aeronautical radio to be there
=> (RMZ-TMZ) you need both aeronautical radio AND transponder to be there

Very Sensible RMZ RMZ = Radio Mandatory Zone. Aeronautical radio is mandatory and you need to know how to use it

Selon Activité
(DIRCAM / SIA)

R
ZRT

R =  Ruled. Often used by military, many of these are part of « RTBA » for « Réseau Très Basse Altitude (Low 
Altitude Area) where fast airplane follows terrain on AUTO mode. Activated on schedule, this schedule is 
known one day before.
When active, area is forbidden
When inactive, aera is considered as free
ZRT = Temporary Ruled Zone, ruled for few hour/day, based on event (championship, politics meetings, ...)

Dangereuse
mais

Autorisé
D

ZDT

D = Dangerous. Area that can be dangerous to fly over like chemical industries (exploding risk), military 
training zone (weapon that can fire through the air, or explode)
Going there is not Prohibited but roughly not recommended
ZDT = Temporay Dangerous Zone, same but temporary, for example, to explode old ammunition found in 
the crop field

French AIRSPACES  Classification



So, where to find airspace info ?

French versus Swiss airspaces



Only one place is OFFICIAL

French versus Swiss airspaces



SIA France  Service de l’Information Aéronautique
 SIA website  https://www.sia.aviation-civile.gouv.fr

This service is the only official french Aeronautical Information Service. It depends on french 
DGAC and aims at :
- inform users about security informations for aeronautical activities
- observe and maintain aeronautical means to keep aeronautical activities fluid and secured 
nationaly as well as internationaly

Services provided by SIA are ruled by 
international rules edicted by ICAO 
(International Civil Aviation 
Organization)

https://www.sia.aviation-civile.gouv.fr/


Old school SIA was ICAO-VFR paper map 
(published twice a year, pricey)

If used, mandatory renew 
each year

NB : Regional 1/500 000 maps are no more provided
4 ICAO VFR France  Regional Maps: Nord-Est; Nord-Ouest; Sud-Est; Sud-Ouest

4 elements in the box

1/ ICAO Maps

2/ Maps Legendes

3/ Additionals informations

4/ RTBA Maps (Military Low 
Altitude)



NEW School : digital ICAO VFR map, only one official place

https://www.geoportail.fr

b/ adding more maps by asking « more 
data » (+ de données)

a/ Geographical search engine

c/ on left side ask for « territory and 
transport » → « transport » again → « OACI 

VFR »

Scalable from
de 1/9.000.000 to 1/35.000

Carte OACI France  https://www.geoportail.gouv.fr/donnees/carte-oaci-vfr
Légendes  https://www.geoportail.gouv.fr/depot/layers/GEOGRAPHICALGRIDSYSTEMS.MAPS.SCAN-OACI/legendes/GEOGRAPHICALGRIDSYSTEMS.MAPS.SCAN-OACI-legend.pdf

/!\ Fre
e m

aps, 
onlin

e, u
pdate

 base
d 

on SIA
 re

lease
s !

https://www.geoportail.gouv.fr/donnees/carte-oaci-vfr
https://www.geoportail.gouv.fr/depot/layers/GEOGRAPHICALGRIDSYSTEMS.MAPS.SCAN-OACI/legendes/GEOGRAPHICALGRIDSYSTEMS.MAPS.SCAN-OACI-legend.pdf


Additional information Site SIA - eAIP (1/2)
Complément aux Cartes OACI France  https://www.sia.aviation-civile.gouv.fr  (Menu  « eAIP France / eAIP en Vigueur »)

a/ Select  AIP → « eAIP France »

b/ Select  « eAIP en Vigueur »



Additional information Site SIA - eAIP (2/2)
Complément aux Cartes OACI France  https://www.sia.aviation-civile.gouv.fr  (Menu  « eAIP France / eAIP en Vigueur »)

R 254  Zone ‘Ruled’  also go to « ENR 5.1 ZONES INTERDITES, REGLEMENTEES, DANGEREUSES »

P 27  Zone ‘Prohibited’  go into « ENR 5.1 ZONES INTERDITES, REGLEMENTEES, DANGEREUSES »



Preparing your flight with
 Only one OFFICIAL website

https://sia.aviation-civile.gouv.fr
 –> Preflight Briefing

French versus Swiss airspaces

https://sia.aviation-civile.gouv.fr/


Military Low Altitude aka « RTBA »

a/ Select  « AZBA Charts »

b/ Check activation date

c/ Select the time frame you want to fly
/!\Warning – Hours in UTC (+1h winter / +2h summer)

To view the full RTBA maps

When inactive, civil and military aircraft can fly in this aeras, « view and avoid rule » 
applies as in G airspace!

More info about RTBA



Temporary Zones
 Site SIA – SUP AIP

a/ Select  « SUP AIP METROPOLE »

b/ Choose when you will go flying

c/ Ask for VFR related only

d/ hit «Search» to 
show any Temporary 

expected this day



Notice To Airman (aka NOTAM) 
Site SIA – NOTAM (1/3)

a/ Select  « NOTAM »

b1/ Choose « Aérodrome » for local airport information

b2/ Choose « Route étroite » for long range flight, based on 
airport you start/cruise/finish while in flight

b/ At this point, website is french only, 
and you can choose :



Notice To Airman
Site SIA – NOTAM (2/3)

a/ « Route étroite » for long range flightb/ Fill the form as expected

c/ Select you airport by its codename, or use the 
search engine to find it « Bouton loupe »

d/ Type the name or part of name 
then clic « Rechercher »

e/ Choose from the list and clic 
« Valider »



Notice To Airman
Site SIA – NOTAM (3/3)



OK, now we know more about french airspace.

But flat map are … FLAT, and we are flying 3D…

Some tools provide 3D view, in flight map with alert, 
but they are YET UNOFFICIAL, and just there to 

help while flying.

You MUST prepare your flight with official 
map/website BEFORE going to fly.

French versus Swiss airspaces



Questions ?

French versus Swiss airspaces

Thanks for your time.



A : for non motorized aircraft, following heights whichever is higher :
-height permitting LDG without endangering people and properties 
-1000 ft above higher obstacle in 600 m radius from ACFT
Except of course for take off, landing and slope flight

More details on map legend (cf Annexes)

French versus Swiss airspaces

Q : Where do I find info about overflights rules (Cities, Obstacles) ?



A : on SIA website (cf annexes), look at eAIP, and go to ENR5 → ENR5.7
« Restrictions de survol »
Then find the parc you look for.

If not on AIP, it might be regional or local parc, look over internet for 
info about it (local government, local school)

French versus Swiss airspaces

Q : Where do I find info about National Parcs overflights rules ?



A : on SIA website (cf annexes), look at eAIP, and go to ENR5 → ENR5.1
« Zones interdites, reglementées et dangereuses »

Then find the zone you look for
There might be local airport or ATC frequency, phone number.

Sometimes local school have agreement and call each day to know 
about activation, and published it on there website, facebook 
page/group, thus avoid every pilot to call ATC

French versus Swiss airspaces

Q : Where do I find radio frequency or phone number to know about R 
zone activation ?



A : According to ICAO, and French rules, TMA is Class D airspace
Only aircraft with transponder and radio clearance can enter this space
=> no Paragliding, no HandGliding

But based on local agreement, there might be permanent clearance to 
fly along the moutain, or to reach landing zone.

Ask local school, read the site infos (official takeoff/landing should have 
a place where infos are published)

French versus Swiss airspaces

Q : In Switzerland, we can fly inside TMA while staying near the ground 
(below 300m/ground) ? Do you have the same in France ?



Annexes
More infos

Prepare your flight

ONLY one official source yet

The SIA website :

https://www.sia.aviation-civile.gouv.fr

ICAO VFR French MAPs

1/ Direct link  https://www.geoportail.gouv.fr/donnees/carte-oaci-vfr

2/ Legends/ Symbols explanations  
https://www.geoportail.gouv.fr/depot/layers/GEOGRAPHICALGRIDSYSTEMS.MAPS.SCAN-OACI/legendes/GEOGRAPHICALGRIDSYSTEMS.MAPS.SCAN-OACI-legend.pdf

3/ ICAO Maps complements (more info about airspaces)  on SIA website  ( « AIP »  « eAIP France / eAIP en Vigueur »)

4/ Military Low Altitude/Fast Flight maps (Cartes RTBA ou AZBA France) : select « Preparing your flight » « AZBA Charts»

5/ Temporary Zones  « Preparing your flight »  « SUP AIP / METROPOLE »

6/ NOTAM France  « Preparting your flight »  « NOTAM »

Yet Unofficial datasets (even if extracted from EuroControl dataset) with permanent airspace to put on flight computer

Some flight computer already take automatically this file, check with them.

http://pascal.bazile.free.fr/paraglidingFolder/divers/GPS/OpenAir-Format/index.htm

https://www.sia.aviation-civile.gouv.fr/
https://www.geoportail.gouv.fr/donnees/carte-oaci-vfr
https://www.geoportail.gouv.fr/depot/layers/GEOGRAPHICALGRIDSYSTEMS.MAPS.SCAN-OACI/legendes/GEOGRAPHICALGRIDSYSTEMS.MAPS.SCAN-OACI-legend.pdf
http://pascal.bazile.free.fr/paraglidingFolder/divers/GPS/OpenAir-Format/index.htm
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